IX
SHAKESPEARE SINCE 1618

DURING Shakespeare's lifetime, Ms plays were men-
tioned and Imitated as often as those of any of his
contemporaries. The more important documents bear-
ing on his growing reputation have already been noted
in this volume. This popularity, however, was con-
fined to theater-goers and the readers of the sixteen
plays that had appeared before 1616. There was BO
opportunity for a full estimate of his plays as litera-
ture until their publication in the Folio of 1653. This
is given full and worthy expression in the fioe verses
which Ben Jonson contributed as a preface to the Folio,
He had girded at several of Shakespeare's plays, and
his owa views of the principles and practices of the
dramatic art were largely opposed to Shakespeare's,
but lie took tliis opportunity to express unstinted ap-
preciation of Shakespeare's greatness. He notes with
discrimination that Shakespeare learned Ms art in an
earlier day, but far outshone Kyd, Lyly, and Marlowe.

Soul of the Age
The applause! delight! the wonder of our Stage !

He may challenge comparison with the great Greek
tragedians, or in comedies
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